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Following our messages on Instagram here are lists of great places to visit in Italy, France and 
Spain. We have scanned the internet for the best activities for you and we have lined out things 

that could be seen in a 3 to 7 day trip to any of these places. We also have a plan focused on 
Milan and working on one based on Paris. If you would like either let us know and we will send 
them to you for free.  

  

Italy 

Take a night ride on the #1 vaporetto in Venice 

Plenty of travel lists include a Venice gondola ride on them, however some think they’re 

unnecessarily expensive and not the romantic experience they’re made out to be. Instead, one 
evening before or after dinner, hop on the slow-moving #1 Vaporetto at one end of its run and 
ride it to the other end. This is preferably done with a serving of gelato in hand and someone to 
cuddle with in the dark. And be sure you can snag a spot with a view, so you can see the moonlit 

sights of Venice as you glide past. 

Spend 15 minutes with “The Last Supper” in Milan 

Most tourists skip Milan, and that’s probably fine, but this is the only city where you can see 
Leonardo’s masterpiece of “The Last Supper.” It’s a heavily regulated 15-minute time limit, and 

you’ll need to get your tickets well in advance, but it’s worth it. 

Climb Florence’s Duomo 

This is perhaps not for those with fear of heights or small spaces, but for a spectacular view of 
Florence’s historic centre and an interesting lesson in architecture and engineering, you could do 

worse than to climb to the top of the dome of Florence’s Duomo. If you’d prefer to have the 
dome itself in your rooftop view, then climb Giotto’s bell tower instead. 

Eat pizza in Naples 

There’s nothing like eating something as universally well-known as pizza in the place where it was 
born, and for that you’ve got to go to Naples. Travellers have said that the pizzeria which claims 
to actually be the very place which invented pizza is turning out less-than-lovely pies these days, 
but you’ll find plenty of great restaurants ready to take its place. 

Visit the Greek ruins in Sicily 

When you think of Italy, you probably think mostly of Roman ruins. But in Sicily you can branch 
out a bit by touring both Roman and Greek ruins, and the stuff the Greeks left behind is even 
older than the stuff from ancient Rome. A walk through the Valley of the Temples is highly 

recommended. 

Tempt fate driving along the Amalfi Coast 
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Whether you decide to do the driving or not, the road that snakes along this stretch of Italian 
coastline is well worth the trip. It’s precarious at best and dangerous at worst, but the Italians 

seem to make it work – and the views are simply stunning. On second thought, perhaps you 
should let someone else do the driving so you can just stare out the window at the Amalfi 
Coast and pretend you’re not scared out of your mind. Oh, and for a truly heart-stopping ride, 
hop on the back of a local’s motorbike for the journey. 

Sunbathe on Sardinia 

Yes, lots of places in the South of Italy get a lot of sun, but the Costa Smeralda boasts some of 
the most beautiful beaches anywhere on earth, let alone in Italy. Plus, while it’s wildly popular 
with Italians on vacation from the mainland, you’re less likely to see hordes of other foreign 

tourists on Sardinia. 

Find all the “David” statues in Florence – Don’t be one of the people who thinks the “David” in the 
Piazza Signoria is the real one, but likewise, don’t be one of the people whose satisfied with just 
seeing the real one in the Galleria dell’Accademia. “David” is all over Florence, and seeing him 

pop up here and there (including overlooking the historic centre from the Piazzale Michelangelo) 
is one of the charming games you can play as you wander the city. 

Wander the Trastevere neighbourhood in Rome 

When Rome wears you out, or you’re tired of overpriced meals around all the tourist attractions, 
look no further than the Trastevere. This old neighbourhood is full of twisting cobbled streets, 
peace and quiet during most days, cheap eats, and boisterous groups of young people at night. 

Go back in time at Pompeii 

While the residents of Pompeii in 79 A.D. probably were none too pleased with nearby Mount 
Vesuvius blowing its top and covering everything in sight, what it gives us today is a unique look 
at a Roman city frozen in time. Both Pompeii and nearby Herculaneum are well worth a visit, but 
don’t forget that much of what archaeologists have discovered is in the National Archaeological 

Museum in Naples. 

Hike the Cinque Terre trail 

It is said that the Cinque Terre trail is overcrowded and posited that people should be let in on a 
permit system, but the fact remains that as long as there’s room on the path, the hike between 

these five picturesque villages is a great way to spend half a day. If you plan well and go when 
it’s not quite as overrun, all the better. 

Get lost in Venice 

Some places require a map. Some places require that you forget the map. Venice is in the latter 
category. It’s an island, people, so you’re not going to get too far off track. With that in mind, 
leave your map in your hotel (maps are all but useless in this city anyway) and get yourself good 
and lost in Venice. It’s by far the best way to spend a day in the canal city. 

Take shelter from rain (or sun) inside the Pantheon in Rome 
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No matter the season or the weather, there’s always a good excuse to duck into the Pantheon in 
Rome. For one thing, it’s free. And for another, although it’s got a giant hole in the ceiling to let 

in the light, it’s always cool in summer and dry when it’s raining outside. Plus, just setting foot on 
stones that have been walked on for 2,000 years is, in my book, pretty incredible. 

Go for a drive in Tuscany 

The roads that connect the famous hill towns of Tuscany might get short shrift with all the gushing 

people do about the towns themselves, but the views out of a car window when you’re cruising 
along windy country roads are enough to make anyone understand why someone might drop 
everything and buy a rundown Italian farmhouse. And if you’re beyond the Tuscany thing, you’ll 
get the same kinds of views (with somewhat smaller crowds) in nearby Umbria, too. 

Walk in Caesar’s footsteps in Rome 

History buff or no, it’s impossible not to marvel at a structure like the Colosseum, or stand in awe 
on the cobblestones of the Roman Forum and think about who walked there before you. An 
afternoon spent surrounded by the ruins that once made up the centre of the Roman empire is an 

afternoon very well spent in my book. 
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France 

Paris: Musee de Louvre 

Even the main entrance way to the Musee de Louvre is an artistic dream, as is befitting to the 
world’s most visited museum. But there’s not much time to linger gazing up at the glassy pyramid. 
For inside awaits the fantasy of the most ethereal collection of art the world has seen, with 

everything from the Code of Hammurabi, to Egyptian mummies, to Leonardo’s Mona Lisa, and 
the Venus de Milo. 

The museum has endured the centuries-old political and social transformations of France, while 

still maintaining the vastness and beauty of the human mind under a single roof, and thereby 
becoming a potent symbolization of French finesse and sensitivity. 

Paris: Eiffel Tower (Tour Eiffel) 

As a way to commemorate the French Revolution’s centennial celebration, the Eiffel Tower, which 

is the world’s most visited paid monument, was constructed in 1889 by a company owned by 
Gustave Eiffel the acclaimed bridge builder. 

If you’re out on the Champs de Mars during the evening, you’ll see the tower twinkle with its 
millions of multi-coloured lights, at which point you’ll realize exactly why it’s such a popular spot 

for marriage proposals. Irrespective of the time of day, however, it represents a very strong 
symbol to the French peoples, serving to not only commemorate but to unite and stir strong 
emotions.  

Versailles: Versailles Palace (Chateau de Versailles) 

When Louis XIV relocated to the court of Versailles back in 1682, he certainly made a good 
choice. These days, the amazing Hall of Mirrors, the gilded royal apartments, the glittering 
enfilade throughout the bedrooms, and the intimacy of the works on the furnishings, are all 

masterpieces fit for a king. 
Not to mention the meticulously manicured lawns and quintessential landscaping which is keenly 
suited to a world of fairy-tales. It all comes together as a symbol of unconditional monarchy, 
while simultaneously functioning as one of the foremost tourist attractions in France. 

 

 

Chartres: Cathedrale de Chartres 

The beautiful soaring spires, the porches which are elaborately adorned with detailed sculpture 

works, and the stained-glass windows from the 12th and 13th centuries, conjure up the 
realization that the Cathedrale de Chatres symbolizes the front runner of the echelon in French 
Gothic art. 
Although in 1134 much of the town of Chartres was destroyed by fire, the cathedral miraculously 
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survived and became a major pilgrimage destination as well as a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in 1979. It truly is a masterpiece of French architecture. 

Mont Saint-Michelle: Abbaye du Mont Saint-Michel 

On the border between Brittany and Normandy lies the Abbaye du Mont Saint-Michel, a 
legendary abbey that brings the artistry of medieval architecture and the forces of nature 
together. Sitting atop a tidal island, the abbey was given the accolade of a UNESCO World 

Heritage listing in 1979, and marks the symbol of French heroic resistance to the English during 
the Hundred Years’ War. 
The fortified walls encompass a picturesque Middle Ages village which flourished from the 11th 
century on. Its unique position of being only 600 meters from land made it easily accessible to 

pilgrims during low tide. More latterly, during the reign of Louis XI, the Mont was converted into 
a prison, though now it has been revitalized into one of France’s most visited tourist attractions. 

Paris: Notre Dame Cathedral (Cathedrale de Notre Dame de Paris) 

Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris became ever-more popular on the publication of Victor Hugo’s 

novel in 1831, The Hunchback of Notre Dame. Nevertheless, the church reflects the capital city’s 
prestige all too well with its sizable lofty archways, ornate spires, rose-coloured stained glass 
windows, flying buttresses, ribbed vaults, and not least, the indispensable Gargoyles, all of which 

emanate the essence of Gothicism at its finest. Notre Dame de Paris certainly deserves a place in 
the itinerary of every visitor to the capital city of France. 

The Loire Valley (Le Val de Loire) 

The River Loire twists and turns as it makes its way throughout the rolling hills of the valley, 

offering a naturally soothing spectacle, and setting the stage for something akin to heaven on 
Earth. This beautiful area of blooming flowers and grandiose vineyards is dotted on both sides 
with over 1,000 charmingly elaborate chateaus. 

Follow the 174 mile (280 km) river from Sully-sur-Loire in Loiret to Chalonnes-sure-Loire in 

Anjou, and you’ll certainly agree that the valley truly deserves its UNESCO recognition. 

Paris: Musee d’Orsay 

Though the Louvre is considered to be the most impressive museum in France, the Musee d’Orsay, 
also located in Paris, is a very close second. Situated on the left bank of the Seine, and housed in 

a bygone railway station, the museum plays host to paintings and sculptures that belong to a host 
of French artists. 
Nevertheless, the museum is famed for its considerable assortment of masterpieces from 

impressionists and post-impressionists. There is no place on Earth that you can witness such an 
extensive collection of artworks from Monet, Cezanne, Degas, and Renoir. Really, it doesn’t take 
any level of fine arts expertise to fall in love with the Musee d’Orsay. 

Nîmes: Arenes de Nîmes 

Arguably the best preserved Roman amphitheatre there is to be seen, this arena has been a 
dominant factor in the city of Nîmes for almost 2,000 years. 
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Due to the degree of perfection of Roman engineering, still today, we can witness and revel in 
events staged in the amphitheatre, including popular musical and theatrical concerts, bullfights, 

and more, and all in such a venerable setting. The establishment is in close proximity to the 
Principality of Orange and the Ponte du Gard, making the entire area a haven of antiquity. 

  

Reims: Cathedrale Notre-Dame de Reims 

Although acting as a runner-up to the Cathedral in Chartres in terms of sculpting and 
ornamentation, Cathedrale Notre-Dame de Reims still represents a wonderful display or 
architectural artistry and royal history. Here you will witness the synthesis of Gothic elements in 
harmony, unity, and remarkable balance. 

Although the subtle contrast between formal classicism and realism may not be so noticeable to 
the layperson, the overall grandness of the cathedral will no doubt make a lasting impression. It 
comes as no surprise that Reims Cathedral was drawn on UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites 
in 1991. 

Paris: Arc de Triomphe 

Today, the Arc de Triomphe, which is the largest monument of this kind in the world, links both old 
and new Paris together, thereby forming a spectacular backdrop for the urban ensemble. It was 

Napoleon I who commissioned Jean Chalgrin to conceptualize and design the triumphal archway, 
which was then dedicated to the imperialism and glory of his armies. 

French artistic sensitivity is epitomized through the adornment of impressive sculptural reliefs 
which grace the pillars on either side. All Napoleon’s major victories and some 660 names of 

army generals who served during the First French Empire and throughout the French Revolution 
are engraved within the arch as a way to symbolize the French pride towards their military 
history. Below the arch is the tomb of France’s Unknown Soldier, while the terrace way at the top 
offers panoramic views of Paris. It perpetuates as one of France’s most visited sites. 

Lourdes: Pèlerinage de Lourdes (The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes) 

Year on year, millions of Christians ensemble in the sanctuary – Pèlerinage de Lourdes – where 
the most sacred site is that of the Cave of Apparitions. Irrespective you are devout or otherwise, 
you will likely be moved as you witness people absorbed in reverence, and then immersing 

themselves in one of the grotto’s 17 pools, where the waters are said to be healing and righteous. 

Originally a tranquil market town in the foothills of the Pyrenees, Lourdes emerged as a major 
pilgrimage destination upon the news that Our Lady of Lourdes had appeared several times in 

front of one of the regular parishioners. Thus, it is now said to have more hotels in France than 
any other city besides Paris. 

Paris: Centre George Pompidou 



Twitter/instagram: @xmarksthe____ |  WEBSITE: XMARKSTHE.BLOG|                                 
EMAIL: XMARKSTHECOMM UNITY@GMAIL.COM 

 

8 

Given its name after a former President of France, Centre George Pompidou, which was 
completed in 1977, represents a rather unusual construction, with its skeletal high-tech 

architecture of tubes, boxes, and cables, all in various shapes and colours. 

The artistic composition provides a rather distinctive home for a public library, or bibliothèque 
publique d’information, as well as the Musée National d’Art Moderne, and it serves as a centre 
for acoustic and musical research, otherwise known as IRCAM. But the main purpose of the Centre 

George Pompidou is to offer a space for ordinary people whereby they can feel liberated within 
the heart of France’s vibrantly exuberant art and culture scene. 

Paris: Moulin Rouge 

Just like the movie, Moulin Rouge in Paris, which has its locale in the vicinity of Montmartre within 

the red-light district of Pigalle, offers its patrons regular evening performances of cancan. The 
music, which is lively and seductive, represents a pageant of sexy lingerie, slender legs, whirling 
costumes, together with outstanding technique. 

It’s true that you’ll have to loosen up on those purse strings in order to witness the show, but it’s 

still not much to ask in order to be thoroughly entertained by this turn-of-the-century French 
extravaganza in all its unbridled romance. 

  

Languedoc-Roussillon: Pont du Gard 

Over 2,000 years ago, Pont du Gard, which is an amazing compilation anthology of stones 
weighing as much as 6 tons, was constructed over a period of more than 5 years. The structure 
makes up a sizable part of an aqueduct which is almost 31 miles (50 km) in length, manufactured 

to convey water from the Gardon River valley over to Nemausus in Nîmes. 

Nevertheless, from the 4th century onwards, maintenance was neglected, and despite the structure 
falling into complete oblivion, people now flock by the thousands in order to witness an 
exceptional piece of Roman legacy. There’s plenty to do in the area, and the site represents a 

highlight for anyone who wishes to visit France. 

Chamonix, Mont-Blanc: La Valle de Chamonix (Chamonix Valley) 

With its backdrop being the monumental wall of Mt. Blanc, you’ll understand exactly why La 
Valle de Chamonix is a year-round paradise for outdoor sports enthusiasts as well as anyone who 

marvels at heart-melting vistas. 

Visitors are transported to the heart of the massif via lifts, while endless trails divulge incredible 
panoramas, mountain torrents, and cosy hotels. Furthermore, with the addition of a continual 

calendar of events within the downtown area, you have here a packed holiday experience in the 
most comprehensive manner. 

 

Carcassonne: Carcassonne Medieval City 
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There are in fact two Carcassonnes: One is the famed walled city, and the other being the 
adjacent town which spreads out at its base (ville basse). A stopover to the fortified settlement 

makes for a real step back in time. The medieval buildings, narrow cobbled streets, and little 
squares which are packed with atmospheric restaurants, provide for an altogether unique 
experience for everyone. 

Throughout the day, tourists descend in the hundreds, though in the late evening, the designation 

becomes quietly enchanting. Well worthy of a night-time stay, though perhaps not an option for 
those on a tightly reigned budget. 

Montignac: Lascaux II 

During 1940, around the time the Germans invaded France, in a little forest to the south of 

Montignac, four boys attempted to rescue their dog from a cave. As they ventured into the 
darkness, little did they realize they were about to make a breath-taking discovery. 

The discovery was nothing less than a system of Palaeolithic caves, together with over 1,500 
well-preserved engravings and paintings of wild animals. Believed to be dated at over 17,000 

years, the findings were to shed light upon the beginnings of European art, in addition to 
presenting information on the early Homo Erectus. Although the caves have been closed to the 
general public, in 1980, a detailed replica was established, which is known as Lascaux II. 

Limoges: Old Town of Oradour-sur-Glane 

Oradour-sur-Glane, an idyllic village at the time, was razed to the ground in June 1944 in 
retaliation towards the French Resistance for sabotage attacks on the marauding German forces. 
In the post-war era, a new settlement was established, though the ruins of the martyred village 

were preserved as by way of commemorating the dead and serving as a stark reminder of the 
barbarity inflicted by the Waffen-SS. 

Every entranceway to the ruin bears a sign that says “Remember”, which serves to commemorate 
the atrocities that occurred during WWII in the old town of Oradour-sur-Glane and well beyond. 

 

Champagne-Ardenne: Champagne Route (Route Touristique du Champagne) 

The Champagne region in France although celebrated globally for their sparkling wines, has 
more to offer than merely the fizzy beverage. It is an oasis of pristine beauty, tranquillity, and 

offers a fine historical heritage that encompasses five wine producing districts together with its 
commercial centres in the towns of Épernay and Reims. 

The Champagne Route takes its meandering path throughout the region’s adorable villages, 

diverse vineyards, and elegant champagne houses, where the owners patiently await the visitor to 
share in their passion. You may find on your travels that the obligatory glass of champagne is 
then followed swiftly by a rather romantically inclined cellar-based candlelit dinner… and then, 
yet another glass of champagne. 

Orange: Theatre Antique d’Orange 
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Although Orange is a significant town in the Vaucluse department, it is a rather ordinary place 
that is almost entirely devoid of the touristy lustre you’d perhaps expect to find there. 

Nevertheless, the town is the home of a Romanesque theatre – one of the best (if not the best) 
preserved and most complete in the world. 

Built early on in the first century AD, the theatre demonstrates such distinctive features that you’d 
be forgiven for thinking that this was a particularly well-staged contemporary perplexity. For 

travellers in the area, the Theatre Antique d’Orange is not one to be missed, especially so during 
the summer months when it transforms into the venue for the Chorégies d’Orange – the annual 
opera festival. 

Alpes-de-Haute-Provence: Gorge du Verdon 

For those with a predisposition towards the world of water sports, the Gorge du Verdon in south 
eastern France ought to be on your list of venues to visit. The canyon, which stretches some 15 
miles (25 km) in length, rises up in spectacular fashion from the Verdon River situated some 
2,300 ft. (700 m) below. 

The river, which takes its name after the beautiful green emerald hue of the waters, is among the 
Gorge du Verdon’s most attractive features. Included in the water sports on offer are sailing, 
kayaking, rafting, and water skiing. Certainly not a holiday locale for the feint-of-heart. 

 

Alsace: Route des vins d’Alsace 

Extending from Marlenheim to Thann, the Alsace Wine Route is an experience not to be missed. 
As it winds its way seemingly endlessly through flower-decked villages, passing vineyard after 

vineyard and a plethora of medieval castles, the wine route may not be situated in such spotlight 
regions as Burgundy or Bordeaux. But nevertheless, it still boasts of two millennia of vilification 
history, and serves to continually enchant its visitors with both the wonderful setting in which it 
resides as well as the sheer quality of the flag product. 

Even for those who rarely indulge in alcoholic beverages, a tour along the Route de vins d’Alsace 
is well and truly worthy of the effort. 

Marne-la-Vallée, Paris: Disneyland Resort 

Though every Disneyland Resort represents a paradise for the kids, it also provides the 

opportunity for adults to make a return to those bygone years. As you and the family make an 
entrance to the “Happiest Place on Earth”, there’s an immediate sense of being possessed with the 
kind of magic you’ve likely never experienced since your younger years. 

Chant your favourite Disney songs while you shuttle your way between Sleeping Beauty’s Castle 
and Captain Hook’s Private Ship. Together with a retail park, entertainment area, and dining 
district, two theme parks, and no less than seven Disney-owned hotels, you’ll be in for so much fun 
that even the die-hard grouches will be laughing continuously while their hearts melt with pleasure. 

Saint-Tropez: St. Tropez Beaches 
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Famed for the clumsy gendarme and, not least, for the actress Brigitte Bardot, this shimmering 
pearl of the Cote d’Azur will cast a spell on everyone from cinema aficionados to history buffs. 

Nevertheless, it’s the beach bums and the crème de la crème of the red carpet that will truly have 
the time of their lives. 

The choice of locations in St. Tropez ranges from the Plage de la Briande, a rather secluded 
affair, to the family-orientated La Boullbaisse. If it’s a relatively trendy locale you’re looking for, 

try Plage e Pampelonne. The Plage de Tahiti is where you will find the celebrities, while Les Salins 
is kitted out for the naturists. No matter what it is you are intent on finding, the glittering coast of 
St. Tropez offers a perfect sun-kissed niche. 

  

Spain 

Granada: The Alhambra 

Chosen as a prestigious location to host his court, and looking down upon the city of Granada, 
the first Nasrid king, el Ahmar opted for Alhambra which was further enhanced and altered 
consistently by successive rulers to become an amazing complex that very few are able to rival. 

Colossal chambers with grandiose ceilings, lofty halls, marble fountains, intimate royal baths, and 

pomegranate gardens, merely serve as a foretaste of this Moorish-Hispanic treasure. A guided 
tour will reveal to you the spiciest of secrets and shadiest of nooks that nestle in this historic gem, 
that some would argue is deserved of the title – the eighth wonder of the world. 

Valencia: City of the Arts and Sciences (Ciudad de las Artes y las Ciencias) 

Ciudad de las Artes y las Ciencias is a futuristic construction that sprawls over 1.24 miles (2 km). 
It represents a bottomless well of attractions and many would say it’s a true cultural marvel. The 
alluring design is merely a foretaste of the innards. 

The complex hosts the Umbracle, together with an outdoor art gallery and a large variety of 
indigenous plants, the Hemisfèric, with its Laserium, Planetarium, and Imax Cinema, the Principe 
Felipe Science Museum, which represents a centre of interactive science, the Palau de les Reina 
Sofía – an opera house and performing arts centre, and the Oceanográfico, Europe’s largest 

aquarium, hosting more than 500 marine species. This establishment will leave you in total awe. 

Balearic Islands 

Located in the Mediterranean, not far from mainland Spain’s east coast, the Balearic Islands 
represents four small islands, all very diverse from one another. Venture to Ibiza and it’s all about 

partying until you drop. Menorca on the other hand is more the oasis of tranquillity and of 
natural grandeur. Mallorca is a mountainous island and has almost everything you’d likely expect 
from an idyllic holiday destination. Formentera offers wonderful beaches, but little more besides. 

Together, the islands make for the perfect combination which tends to reflect that of continental 

Spain – fun, beautiful, and also versatile. 
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Toledo (Provincia de Toledo) 

Playing key notes in the development of the city of Toledo, located 44 miles (73 km) south of 

Madrid, are a number of religions, including Christianity, Islam, and Judaism. Surrounded by the 
Tagus River, and sitting atop a hill, this city along with its 2-millennia of history, is charmingly 
complex, and it will take far longer than a quick weekend trip to do it justice. 

A short time spent in the Synagogue of Santa Maria La Blanca, a look at the exterior of the local 

Cathedral, and a brief walk over the Alcántara Bridge, is likely just enough to give you some 
appreciation as to the historic enchantment of the city. 

Córdoba: Great Cathedral and Mosque (Mezquita de Cordoba) 

The Mezquita de Cordoba, along with its marble flooring, giant arches, gilded prayer niches, 

jasper columns, and Byzantine mosaics that are simply awe-inspiring, is the best example of 
Muslim fabric in all of Spain. 

The 10th century cathedral and mosque represents the time when Córdoba, under a new emir – 
Abd ar-Rahman III, reached its zenith. It certainly is a wonder of the medieval world with its 

mystical ambience and exotically lavish décor. 

Provincia de Málaga: Costa del Sol 

Approximately 2 million travellers descend upon the Costa del Sol resorts annually to partake in 

the plethora of recreational, historic, and cultural delights that proliferates the southernmost edge 
of the Spanish mainland. 

Irrespective it’s in Marbella, Benalmadena, Puerto Banus, or Torremolinos, with more than 300 
days of sunshine and the blessings of nature on offer, it’s nigh-on impossible not to hit a homerun. 

Furthermore, with Seville, Granada, Ronada and Cordoba but a stone’s throw distant, you’re 
guaranteed to have your cake and eat it. 

Barcelona: Church of the Sacred Family (Templo Expiatorio de la Sagrada Familia) 

Part of the fascination about paying a visit to the Church of the Sacred Family is that, ever since 

it was established in 1882 it’s been an ongoing project. Legend would have it that when the 
church is finally complete, should it ever be complete, the world will end. And perhaps that’s 
exactly why it is also said that architects are struggling to fulfil Gaudi’s flamboyant vision and 
will continue to struggle for years to come. 

However, arguably a more practical reason is that the vision was conceived with respect to a 
sense of remorse for how modern Barcelona is so hooked on materialism. Thus, the vision is so 
elaborate that it’s impossible to depict where it ends and where it actually begins. Nevertheless, 

the church affords a wonderful piece of architecture and if you’re either in or near Barcelona, it 
should certainly be high on your itinerary. 

Ronda: Ciudad de Ronda 
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Situated at the heart of Andalusia, Ronda is among the very loveliest of little towns in Spain. 
Though it’s currently developing at a reasonable pace, it still retains plenty of historic charm, and 

it’s La Ciudad, the old quarter, that sees most of the tourists flocking in droves to find those 
adorable sights and enjoy a little bit of romance into the bargain. 

The old quarter is isolated from the rest of the town by a sizable river gorge, while being linked 
to it by a structure that is said to be one of the most photographed designs in all of Spain. La 

Ciudad formulates an enclave of folklore, cobblestoned streets, and historic splendour. 

Barcelona: Guell Park (Parc Guell) 

Parc Guell, as it rests on Carme in Barcelona’s Gràcia district, makes a suitable reflection of what 
may be considered as a surreal dream. Other than the marvellous Casa Milà, Sagrada Familia, 

and Casa Batllo, all of which adorn the city, it really is a wonderful manifestation of the 
unrivalled talent of Antoni Gaudi. 

Don’t rush when visiting this wonderland of artistry, and enjoy witnessing the spectacles of colour 
and shape as they come to rest on the mosaic seating. Allow your imagination to wander within 

this fairy-tale world that arguably has been crafted by Spain’s most enterprising architect. 

  

Canary Islands 

Tenerife, caressed with its temperate climate, is otherwise known as the island of eternal spring. 
Enjoy the scenery of la Rambleta up in the high mountains. Appease yourself by visiting La 
Laguna with its historic residences. And venture to the festivals of Santa Cruz to set your senses 
ablaze. 

La Palma, largely volcanic in appearance and character, isn’t the locale for those who prefer to 
laze on a sun-drenched beach. Foamy waves hit hard upon rocky cliffs which play host to vast 
vine plantations, avocado orchards, and tobacco fields. Pay a visit to the very top of Roque de 
los Muchachos in order to view the crater of Caldera de Taburiente. And while there, be sure to 

check out the astronomical observatory which is said to be among the largest in the world. 

Gran Canaria compensates La Palma for its lack of sandy beaches. With its Maspalomas dunes, 
varying climates, and changeable landscapes, you can enjoy the lush jungle of Doramas, the 
rocky Parque Rural del Nublo, and the beach at La Aldea. And all of that in no time at all. 

Lanzarote, an unparalleled wind-swept island where the buildings are low due to governmental 
restrictions, which in turn helps to reveal a dramatic landscape of mountains from almost any 
viewpoint. Venture to the Parque Nacional de Timanfaya and the Jardin de Cactus to experience 

first-hand what this beautiful island is truly about. 

La Gomera, arguably, is the most idyllic and magical of all the Canary Islands. Yes, it’s the 
smallest, but it’s easily accessible and can be seen within a single day. Visit the Parque Nacional 
de Garajonay, and then settle back in one of the selection of attractive resorts to kick back and 

unwind. 
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El Hierro is inaccessible and untamed, and entirely uncommercial. The ocean view from Mirador 
de la Pena gives full testament to the wilderness, while Playa del Verodal emulates its lack of 

demureness. 

Fuertenventura, the largest of the Canaries, is a simple island with simplistic values to match. Time 
tends to run more slowly here and the life values quickly become infectious. It will not be long 
before you’re soaking up the sunshine on the sands of Fuerteventura. After all, it offers mile upon 

mile of beautiful snow-white sanded beaches from whence you can bask from dawn till dusk. 

Picos de Europa 

Picos de Europa is noted for its fine dining establishments located in any one of a number of 
alluringly angelic towns in the area. It’s where you can breathe in the refreshing air, while hiking 

along a fabulous route and gazing over at the rugged, snow-capped peaks. 

You can hide yourself from the constantly oppressive heat whilst regaining some balance and then 
you’ll realize that there’s so much more to Spain than pretty beaches and historical values. Do be 
sure to look out for the rarest of fauna and flora species, and try to prepare yourself, if you can, 

for the amazing vistas. 

 

Santiago de Compostela 

Santiago de Compostela is recognized as being the resting place of the Apostle James. It’s a 
hypnotic place and even today pilgrims flock to the medieval Way of St. James, a route that by 
tradition began at one’s home and concluded at the magnificent cathedral, located within the 
heart of the Old Town. The Old Town was designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1985. 

Tourists soak up the rather solemn atmosphere pertaining to the myriad sites that pay homage to 
the Saint, marvel at the artistic wonders of the glistening facades, and stroll throughout the 
narrowly winding streets. On the exterior of the historic quarter, the city’s streets bustle with 
university students and visitors enjoy dining in the assorted establishments that line the sidewalks. 

Ávila de los Caballeros: The Walls of Avila 

Cynics will tell you that there are merely two assets to the town of Avila – a low temperature and 
high walls. It’s true, the walls are of colossal stature and the pleasing chill offers a modicum of 
relief from the southern heat. But yet, those same cynics are devoid of the appreciation that one 

of the finest surviving European medieval towns affords, together with its wonderful festivals and 
of course, the legend that persists with respect to Santa Teresa de Ávila. 

They have yet to try the sweetmeats that are a product of the local nuns and sold in the small 

shops that line the town’s streets. They have not toured around the monuments, the art galleries, 
and the museums. And they perhaps have yet to enjoy the buoyant atmosphere to be had in the 
dining establishments and bars which help to ensure that the medieval settlement also comes with 
a modern flair. 
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Madrid: Golden Triangle of Art 

The Golden Triangle of Art in Madrid consists of three of the country’s most significant museums. 

The Museo del Prado glorifies such artists as Goya, Rubens, and Velázquez. The Museo Nacional 
Centro de Arte Reina Sofía dedicates its innards to a huge Spanish art collection, but it’s Picasso’s 
Guernica that steals away the limelight. And although the Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza may be the 
least popular of the trio, it still houses some of the very best Expressionists’, Impressionists’, and 

American and European paintings from the latter half of the 20th century. 

Provincia de León: Las Médulas 

Looking at the bright orange protrusions that poke outwards from the green chestnut mass, it’s 
difficult to believe that this site is the work of humans. Las Médulas are in fact ancient 

technologies that were used by the Roman Imperial armies as a way to exploit gold deposits by 
way of hydraulic power. 

The complex channel system employed running water as a force, which gushed throughout tunnels, 
lakes, and galleries, thereby washing out the clay-like foundation, which in turn created a rather 

unbelievable reddish outline. 

Salamanca: Old City of Salamanca 

Alternating between Roman, Carthaginian, and Moorish hands, Salamanca is a multifaceted and 

alluring place that has been bestowed with the accolade of UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 
unique sandstone provides the buildings with a golden-like glow and the maze of narrow streets 
bequeath it with a romantic feel. 

Salamanca is also the home to the oldest Spanish university, which in turn allows the city to bustle 

with youthfulness. The Old City with its amazing Playa Mayor, towering monuments, and 
imposing Roman bridge that spans the Allegheny River, ensures that everyone remembers 
Salamanca with fondness and a large pinch of awe. 

Bilbao: Guggenheim Museum Bilbao 

The Guggenheim Museum, when revealed to the public, was instantly hailed as being among the 
world’s most spectacular accomplishments of deconstruct, postmodern architecture. Looking from 
the outside, you’ll most likely agree. However, at the same time, you’ll probably wonder if it’s 
possible that anything to be found on the inside will come even close to matching the building’s 

exterior. 

Nevertheless, with both rotating and permanent exhibits of works accomplished by Spanish and 
international contemporary artists, there’s really nothing to be disappointed about. 

Sevilla: Alcázar 

At one time a Moorish fortification and now a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Seville’s Alcázar is 
a miraculous concept which is still utilized by the Spanish Royal Family. Alcázar is far less 
crowded than Alhambra but hardly less inspiring, and is well worthy of exploration, from the 

Salón de Carlos V to the underground bathhouse. 



Twitter/instagram: @xmarksthe____ |  WEBSITE: XMARKSTHE.BLOG|                                 
EMAIL: XMARKSTHECOMM UNITY@GMAIL.COM 

 

16 

The décor reveals some Christian elegance and Islamic finesse, while the shady gardens offer a 
cool vitality from the overbearing heat outside. The sheer number of rooms in the palace quickly 

makes one feel rather giddy. It certainly is a very regale attraction and one not to be missed. 

Mérida: Archaeological Ensemble of Mérida 

Founded as far back as 25 BC, Merida, which was once a thriving capital within Lusitania, boasts 
heartily that it possesses the largest number of ancient Roman trademarks in all of Spain. 

Although the cities’ appearance these days may seem a little unappealing, once you’ve become 
accustomed to the modern eyesores, you’ll soon sense that Mérida still maintains some semblance 
of the gateway to the Roman empire that is now long gone. The Temple of Diana, Guadiana 
Bridge, and Amphitheatre, are merely three of the highlights that continue to instil an ambience of 

the 1st century BC. 

Madrid: Royal Monastery of San Lorenzo de El Escorial 

Irrespective of witnessing the Monastery of San Lorenzo de El Escorial up close or from afar, the 
royal connotations are promptly obvious. The symmetrical square and its four towers that 

delineate the circumference, play host to two palaces, a monastery, and a library which was 
founded by Philip II in 1592. 

Originally built to serve as a summer retreat, the complex is rather staggering in terms of its 

wealth. One of Europe’s outstanding tapestry collections, a number of significant artworks by 
both Italian and Spanish masters, and the tombs of Spanish monarchs, are among the many 
highlights of this royal residence. 

Sevilla: Plaza de España 

Statistically speaking, this vestige of the 1929 Ibero-American Exposition is among the most 
photographed spectacles in the world. The Plaza de Espana represents a Moorish Revival in 
Spanish architecture, and it is so alluringly beautiful and other-worldly that it has been featured in 
the Star Wars movie The Attack of the Clones. 

Whether you enjoy Star Wars movies or otherwise, the glamor that persists from the 
polychromatic ceramic tiling that mark the semi-circular Plaza de España will nevertheless still 
enchant you. 

Barcelona: Palace of Catalan Music (Palau de la Musica Catalana) 

Though classical music may or may not be your idea of a good thing, and though you may not 
take delight from the fact that master composers such as Rachmaninov, Ravel, and Prokofiev 
have visited Barcelona’s Palace of Catalan Music, the establishment is still an architectural delight 

and is well worthy of exploration even without the harmonic background to accompany your 
travels. 

This large concert hall, together with its exquisite Catalan Art Nouveau styling, supports a 
marvellous crescendo of beamed ceilings, stucco works, and lustrous facades, thereby making it 

among the most unconventional of modernistic designs in all of Spain. 
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Barcelona: Nou Camp 

More than a club or “més que un club” is the motto for FC Barcelona, and as you would expect, 

an extraordinary club, in turn, needs an extraordinary stadium. With its capacity of 98,772 
together with the UEFA status as being a 5-star venue, the Nou Camp is not only the largest but 
also the most prestigious stadium in Europe. 

Imagine for a moment almost 100,000 eager fans packed into a single stadium: you’ve really 

got to experience it to believe it. 

Madrid: Sobrino de Botin 

Little did Jean Botin know that upon founding his modest little inn towards the beginning of the 
18th century, he would find his little modest inn listed in the Guinness Book of Records as being 

the oldest restaurant in the world. 

Located in a charmingly historic building in Calle Cuchilleros, just off Madrid’s Plaza Mayor, the 
inn will enchant you with its classic décor and wonderful palette of flavours. It is said that Goya 
worked here as a dishwasher, while Hemingway claimed it to be among his favourite restaurants. 

It’s likely sufficient testimony to Jean Botin’s creativity and excellence all those years ago. 

Granada: El Eshavira 

The Andalusians will tell you that, “If you’ve not yet been to Granada, you haven’t seen 

anything.” Likewise, if you have been to Granada but not yet witnessed a live performance at El 
Eshavira, you haven’t seen anything yet. 

In the dimly lit, smoky interior that tends to draw you in during the late evening hours, and 
doesn’t let you out until almost the crack of dawn, you’ll bear witness to the smooth jazzy tones 

and the accompanying flamenco dances. You may well be dishevelled at the climax, but you will 
surface with a true, deep-down penchant for Granada now instilled intrinsically within your soul. 
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