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Here is a rough guide of what to do and where to go at each place with list of suggested places 

just in case you wish to change what is proposed bellow. If you would like more information or a 

more in-depth plan message us and we will try our best to accommodate your needs.  

  

Greece 

• Athens (2n) – Here we would propose doing the full day tour one day and the next day 
checking out these places by foot:  

• Meteora (2n)- Here we would recommend doing a hike, the half-day tour from 
Kalampaka and the sunset tour from Kalampaka.  

• Delphi (1n) - Temple of Apollo and Sanctuary of Thena Ponea 
• Naxos (3n)- Beaches and water sports and Ancient sites 

• Ios (UN)-Here we would suggest completing these activities. Mylopotas Beach, Manganari 
Beach, Hiking, Paleokastro 

• Santorini (2n)- Visit Amoudi Bay, Hike the Fira Trail, explore on a quad bike, take a boat 
tour out to the volcano nearby, evening meal at Volcano Blue on the main land 

• Milos (3n) Visit the Catacombs of the Tripiti Village, Walk Around Mantrakia Fishing 
Village, Visit Firopotamos Seaside Settlement, Visit The Settlement Of The Ancient Village 
Of Klima, Walk around the Hillock Capital Plaka 

Vietnam: We would advise visiting these places while you are here; Ha Long Bay, Hoàn Kiếm 

lake, Phong Nha-Kẻ Bàng National Park, Phú Quốc and Tràng An Scenic Landscape Complex 

Laos: These are the top places we would suggest you visit while here; That Luang, Buddha Park, 

Kuang Si Falls, Mount Phou Si and Si Phan Don 

 

On the following pages are a list of suggest places that you could visit at each destination. Most 

places also have links where appropriate for more information. We hope that from this document 

you can shape your trip to being a memorable trip of a lifetime.  

 

 

What to do in Greece 

Athens: 

Full Day Athens Tour 

Full day Athens tour starts with a visit to the Acropolis where you see the Parthenon, the temple on 

the top of the sacred rock devoted to Goddess Athena, the Goddess of wisdom, the Propylea, the 
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entrance to the sacred rock, the Temple of Wingless Victory which was devoted to Goddess 

Athena-Nike, the Erechtheum, the most sacred and mythical of all the temples of Athens with its 

famous Caryatides (female featured statues), the 5000-seat Odeon of Herodes Atticus which was 

carved into the rock and is still used for music festivals, the 13000-seat theatre of Dionysus 

where the Athenians listened to the immortal works of Sophocles, Aeschylus, Euripides and 

Aristophanes. 

The tour continues to visiting the Temple of Olympian Zeus, the Panathinaic Stadium (where the 

Olympic Games were held for the first time in modern Athens in 1896), the Parliament, the Tomb 

of the Unknown Soldier and the changing of the guards. 

Then you’ll go to Plaka-the oldest and most picturesque part of Athens, the Roman Agora, and 

the Tower of the Winds and the ancient Agora of Athens, which was the centre of public life 

where Plato and Socrates-the two famous philosophers of ancient Greece- taught to the Athenians 

about Democracy and Philosophy. 

After you’ll drive through University Street that connects Constitution (Syntagma) Square with 

Concord (Omonia) Square-the second most important square in Athens and see the Academy, the 

University and the National Library followed by a drive up to Lycabettus Hill (highest point of 

Athens) where you can enjoy a panoramic view of the city. Then you can have lunch at a 

traditional Greek restaurant and taste the famous Greek cuisine. 

The tour will conclude by visiting the Acropolis museum or the National Archaeological museum. 

You may also spend more time in Plaka instead of visiting one of these museums. 

https://hellenicprivatetours.com/private-tours/athens-private-tours/full-day-athens-tour 

 

Ancient Agora of Athens 

This is a famous landmark featuring the ruins of an ancient Greek gathering place and a museum 

with artefacts. 

Acropolis of Athens 

Here you will find the ruins of an iconic 5th century temple complex on Athens’ rocky hilltop 

undergoing restoration. 

Acropolis Museum 

Ultramodern glass and steel museum housing ancient artefacts from the archaeological site. 

National Archaeological Museum 
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Neoclassical museum of Ancient Greek art and archaeology, with sculpture, metalwork, vases and 

jewellery. 

Lycabettus Funicular 

This funicular railway takes visitors through a tunnel to the top of mount Lycabettus in 10 minutes. 

Syntagma Square 

The city’s broad, tree-lined central square, with a fountain, cafes and park benches. 

Benaki Museum 

Former family mansion of an art collector, with displays on Greek culture from prehistory 

onwards. 

Zappeion 

Stately hall built in the 1880s for the first modern Olympic games, now it’s used as a conference 

centre. 

 

Temple of Olympian Zeus 

Vast temple begun in 6th century B.C on the site of an ancient outdoor sanctuary dedicated to 

Zeus. 

Arch of Hadrian 

This arch-shaped marble gateway with Corinthian columns is named for an ancient Roman 

emperor. 

Roman Agora 

The remains of this agora built by the Romans from 19-11 B.C. include columns and an octagonal 

tower. 

Technopolis (Gazi) 

Set in a former gasworks, this arts and culture space now hosts concerts, exhibitions and a gas 

museum. 
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Athens Central Meat and Fish Market 

Fish, meat and produce are sold at this central market. There are also some amazing restaurants 

here. 

Kerameikos Cemetery 

Cemetery containing ancient graves, ruins and an intimate museum with archaeological relics. 

Agios Eleftherios Church 

Historic Byzantine-era church with stone carvings on the exterior walls and a snug interior. 

Goulandris Museum of Cycladic Art 

Museum featuring ancient Cycladic sculptures and artefacts, with kid-friendly activities and 

exhibits. 

 

Panathrnaic Stadium 

Site of the first modern Olympic games in 1896, now hosting ceremonial events and live music 

concerts. 

Parthenon 

Restored, landmark temple ruins on archaeological site with iconic Doric columns built from 447 

B.C. 

Temple of Athena Nike 

Ancient Iconic temple depicting goddess Athena with 4 monolithic columns and decorated marble 

slabs. 

Theatre of Dionysus 

Huge, tiered performance space seating around 15,000 people, dating from the 6th century B.C. 

Erchtheion 

Honouring Athena and Poseidon, this famous Greek temple features a porch with 6 caryatids. 
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Odeon of Herodes Atticus 

The Odeon of Herodes Atticus is a stone theatre structure located on the southwest slope of the 

Acropolis of Athens, Greece. 

Propylaea 

A propylaea, propylea or propylaea is any monumental gateway in Greek architecture. 

 

 

 

Meteora: 

Hiking tour of Meteora 

The hiking tour of Meteora is one of the best ways to enjoy this unique geological phenomenon 

and to learn the history of an UNESCO World Heritage Site. By joining this morning hike, you 

will walk through hidden trails that only locals know. Let us take you on a journey back in time 

following the footsteps of the first monks who arrived here more than 15 centuries ago. 

Experience nature at its best and enjoy great views other visitors will never get to see! 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/hiking-tour-of-meteora 

Meteora Half-Day Tour from Kalampaka 

Take this comprehensive half day morning Tour in Meteora and discover the astonishing Meteora 

through the eyes and the narrative of the locals. 

Visit 3 main monasteries of Meteora and discover the natural beauty and the cultural heritage of 

this area. This morning tour will take you back to the dark ages and the story of the first hermits 

and monks who laid the foundations of what later on became the monastic community of Meteora. 

Learn which monastery was the first to be established and the true motivations behind the monks’ 

decision to try to climb the steep rocks of Meteora and build the monasteries there. Learn 

everything, see everything. And then we will take you to the most beautiful spots for amazing 

views and photos. 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/tours-and-day-trips/meteora-half-day-tour-

from-kalampaka 

Meteora sunset tour from Kalampaka 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/hiking-tour-of-meteora
https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/tours-and-day-trips/meteora-half-day-tour-from-kalampaka
https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/tours-and-day-trips/meteora-half-day-tour-from-kalampaka
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A 'life-seeing' experience rather than a sight-seeing experience 

When all the masses of tourists are long gone, join an amazing sunset tour that undoubtedly will 

be the highlight of your entire Meteora visit. 

This tour will take you on a late afternoon visit to discover the hidden gems of this place. Allow 

the locals to guide you through the winding narrow roads of Meteora to places away the beaten 

tourist paths. Sunset tour begins with a visit to one of the monasteries, Agios Stefanos or 

Roussanou on the rocks.  Then we will guide you to the oldest standing monument of our place, 

the Byzantine church of Virgin Mary located at the town of Kalambaka. A church made in the 

early Christian period with ancient marbles embedded on its walls, telling the town's long history 

of 27 centuries. Visit the thousand years old hermitages of Bandovas, learn the stories and the 

legends and enjoy great views from the most panoramic spots. 

And as the sun slowly begins to descent, getting ready to touch the mountain ridges we'll bring 

you high up on the rocks of Meteora, on a magical spot to enjoy the most captivating sunset 

views. Up there, sitting on the edges of cliffs you will feel the cool evening breeze as it passes 

through this out of this world landscape. Let your heighten senses explore moment by moment the 

dimming of the daylight and the vividness of the sunset colours on the earth and the sky above. A 

perfect way to end a beautiful day at Meteora with an awe-inspiring tour to be remembered 

forever! 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/tours-and-day-trips/meteora-sunset-tour-from-

kalampaka  

Guided Mountain-Bike Tour of Metora 

Discover Meteora hidden treasures on this guided bike tour, a perfect way to explore Meteora! 

With 3 different levels of difficulty, there are enough routes to suit all. 

Enjoy breath-taking views of Meteora with your bike. Start from the centre of Kalampaka and 

within minutes you will find yourself in a beautiful trail enjoying unique sceneries of the most 

amazing nature. Discover the monastery of Ypapanti constructed inside a large cavity of a rock 

and it’s considered to be one of the hidden gems of Meteora. The statue the local hero 

Papathymios Vlahavas stands nearby, a monument to remind all the Greek war for independence 

and the long history of this place. 

Whether you're a first-time mountain biker or a skilled thrill-seeker, embarking on this biking 

adventure through Meteora's trails, it’s more than certain that this tour will leave you with the 

most beautiful everlasting memories! 

Biking in Meteora, in one of the most awe inspiring geological phenomenon on the planet, listed 

as an UNESCO’s World Heritage Site, truly is a one in a lifetime experience that you don’t want 

to miss. 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/tours-and-day-trips/meteora-sunset-tour-from-kalampaka
https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/tours-and-day-trips/meteora-sunset-tour-from-kalampaka
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https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/guided-mountain-bike-tour-

of-meteora 

Hiking Meteors’s Caves 

The rock of Aghio Pnevma (Holy Spirit) is located in the middle of the valley that extends from 

the village of Kastraki towards the vast rock complex of Meteora. On its top a plateau is formed, 

where a chapel dedicated to the Holy Spirit was once erected. This tiny monastery was the oldest 

one in the region of Meteora, dating to the 10th century. The long-shaped caves on the side of 

the main road where scaffolding is still visible indicate the spot that served as a prison where the 

monks were expelled. The view from the top is absolutely breath-taking. Religious ceremonies are 

often held on the rock of Aghio Pnevma. 

This tour requires a good fitness state. 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/hiking-meteora-caves 

Rafting at Meteora 

In impressive surroundings of Meteora, under the shadow of the rocks, the river of Ionas flows 

(part of Penaeus). Join us to discover the activity of rafting within a unique natural landscape. 

Live the experience by sailing on a distance of about 8km side of the forest of plane trees 

overlooking the rocks of Meteora. Ideal river for all ages and for beginner rafters with passages 

of 1st and 2nd grade difficulty. You will find us at the brand-new base of Trekking Hellas located 

2km near Kalambaka. 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/rafting-at-meteora 

 

 

 

 

 

Delphi: 

http://www.greeka.com/sterea/delphi/delphi-excursions.htm 

Temple of Apollo 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/guided-mountain-bike-tour-of-meteora
https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/guided-mountain-bike-tour-of-meteora
https://www.visitmeteora.travel/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/rafting-at-meteora
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According to the Greek mythology, Apollo came to Delphi in the guise of a Dolphin and carried 

on his back the priests of Crete. Another version is that Apollo walked all the way to Delphi from 

the northern part and he ultimately stopped at the city of Tempe primarily to collect laurel, which 

was of great spiritual importance to him. Keeping this legend in mind, the champions of the 

Pythian Games were awarded a wreath of Laurel or Bay leaves found in abundance in the city of 

Tempe. At the beginning a holy spring flowed all the way to the temple but thereafter vanished 

underneath. This caused the formation of a cleft, from which vapours started rising which in turn 

was instrumental in compelling the Oracle of Delphi to make known her prophecies. In the ancient 

days, there was an important temple in Delphi, the one of Phoebus Apollo. It was also the venue 

for the Pythian Games, named after the Serpent Python that was killed by Apollo during his 

childhood. However, according to the ancient divine law he deserved to be punished for this act 

of cruelty, given the fact that the Python happened to be the child of Goddess Gaia. There is not 

much of a truth in the fact that the Oracle envisaged and foretold the future in observing the 

natural phenomenon. Far from it, the Oracle of Delphi only counselled on how disasters could be 

avoided. 

Ancient Theatre 

The ancient theatre in the archaeological site of Delphi Greece has been built on the same hill as 

the Temple of Apollo, but it is located further above it. Its situation provided audiences with a 

great view of the entire sanctuary and the above olive tree valley. Dating back to the 4th century 

B.C, the theatre was constructed using the limestone of Mount Parnassus. The 35 rows of the 

theatre could seat nearly 5000 people, though the lower seats were constructed in the Hellenistic 

and Roman periods. The theatre went through many reformations. However, it has kept its basic 

structures: the stone seats, a round stage and an orchestra. Today it hosts many ancient plays and 

other cultural events, mostly in summer. 

 

 

 

Sanctuary of Thena Ponea 

The Sanctuary of Athena Pronea is located to the southeast of the Temple of Apollo, Delphi. The 

sanctuary was the first mark of Delphi visible to people coming from the east, before arriving to 

the Temple of Apollo. This is how came the name Pronea, which means before the Temple. This 

sanctuary was particularly important, as people coming to ask for an oracle would first offer a 

sacrifice at the Athena Pronea, who was considered the guardian of Pythia. The sanctuary 

consisted of several altars, temples, two treasuries and the Tholos, a round construction, which 

was a pretty unusual shape for the ancient Greek architecture. One of the two treasuries were 

dedicated by the inhabitants of Marseilles as a thank you for a victory over the Etruscans. In front 

of the treasuries, there was a trophy to commemorate the victory of the Greeks over the Persians. 

The function of the Tholos is not clear. It could possibly be a cult dedicated to a god or local 

hero, or it could also be a treasury where statues were kept. The tholos was constructed in the 4th 
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century B.C. by architect Theodorus from Phokea, Asia Minor. It was 13,5 m in diameter encircled 

by twenty Doric columns on the outer side and ten Corinthian columns on the inner side. Only 

three of the exterior columns have today been restored. The structure was made of Pentelic and 

Parian marble and the walls were set with a layer of dark Eleusinian stone. The metopes were 

showing scenes from the War of Titans. In 373 B.C. a large earthquake made the Phaedriades 

stones (stones from the cliffs around the ancient site) fall, destroying a large part of the 

sanctuary. Although there were many efforts for restoration in the years to come, the sacred wars 

that followed never allowed the reconstruction to finish. 

Castalian Spring 

The Castalian Spring is found close to the Oracle of Delphi. In the ancient times, it was believed 

that this spring had cleansing waters, thus it could cleanse the souls of the visitors to the popular 

Temple of Apollo, located just 500 meters from it. The spring itself was located between two 

rocks, the Phaedriades, and, according to the myth, this is the place where god Apollo killed the 

dragon, Python, who used to torture Apollo's mother when she was pregnant. The visitors to the 

oracle of Delphi and the participants to the Pythian Games used to wash their hair before they 

enter the sacred place and if they were murderers, they washed all their bodies. This spring, which 

is believed to be older than the temple of Apollo, initially had seven jets with the head of the 

lions, but only two remain today. The spring is made with a marble lined basin and benches on the 

sides. The Castalian Spring today is not accessible, unless through a difficult climbing path that 

needs about an hour walking. Efforts are made over the last years to clean this path and make it 

easily accessible to visitors. 

Naxos: 

Ancient sites 

Impossible to miss is the portal (called the Portára locally), all that was completed of the Temple 

of Delian Apollo on an islet immediately north of town, now tethered to the mainland with a 

causeway. It dates from the time of local ruler Lygdamis (c. 525 BC). Even more imposing is the 

skilfully reconstructed temple of Demeter at Gyroúla beyond Sangrí village, on a hilltop 

overlooking a fertile valley settled since the Archaic era. The grounds are always open, though a 

small display of on-site finds works only Tues–Sun 8.30am–3pm. 

The lions at ancient Delos were carved from Naxian marble; local quarries sometimes yielded 

fascinating duds, as in the two Archaic, unfinished koúroi (idealised male statues) near Mélanes, 

over 5m long and fairly detailed, abandoned either because of a fatal flaw in the stone or 

damage in transit. From the obvious parking area, walk east along the valley bottom to the lower 

Fleriós koúros, left lying under a spreading oak. More dramatic is the Farangioú koúros, a ten-

minute walk southeast up a hillside covered in autumn crocuses, with an EU-funded step-path 

where necessary. Though also recumbent, his broken-off feet have been found and displayed 

upright. There’s another, larger (10m) but less finished koúros, abandoned on a hillside just 

above the northern beach village of Apóllonas. 

Beaches and water sports 
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The water offshore in the straits with Páros is superb, though there are occasional reefs to cross 

getting in, and it can be breezy. Ágios Prokópios and neighbouring Agía Ánna at the near end of 

the main south westerly beach strip have the lion’s share of facilities and the best bus connections. 

Ágios Prokópios is also home to Blue Fin Divers (bluefindivers.gr), the most established scuba 

outfit on the island, offering a mix of cave, wreck and reef dives (€90 for a two-tank 

dive, €350 for a ten-dive package), though the nearby beach itself is reef-free and fairly wind-

protected. 

Beyond Mikrí Vígla, with its cluster of accommodation, Kastráki and Glyfáda (backed by a salt 

marsh) are less frequented beaches. The most scenic, perhaps, are the little juniper-fringed coves 

tucked into the indented headland of Cape Kouroúpia, pristine except for the ruins of a hotel 

project begun, then abandoned, during the 1967–74 junta years. Beyond this cape, the ‘beach 

strip’ concludes with slightly more sheltered sandy coves at Pyrgáki and Agiassós. 

Ios: 

Manganari Beach 

Removed from the general pulse of tourism around Chora, Manganari Beach is clean and clear, 

accessible by boat and car, and offers plenty of facilities for travellers. In truth, Manganari is 

actually made up of many small, sandy coves, which helps add a sense of seclusion to the stretch. 

Paleokastro 

This Byzantine castle is located on the eastern side of the island. The remains of the castle, 

including some of its walls, stand right on the edge of a cliff, offering fantastic views out over the 

Aegean Sea. Inside the castle, visitors will find a small church, which celebrates an annual festival 

in honour of the Virgin Mary. 

Mylopotas Beach 

The most visited beach on the island is Mylopotas Beach, located right near the town of Chora. 

Like many of the beaches on Ios, this is a great place to enjoy the crystalline waters and white 

sand of the Aegean. Incidentally, this is also where visitors will find the well-known Far Out Beach 

Club, the number one spot to party on Ios. 

Hiking 

For more intrepid types, hiking Ios’ back country is a must, especially when navigating the 

shepherd paths through the rocky terrain up to Pyrgoss, the island’s highest point. This leads 

wanderers to the old monastery of Agios Ioannis. Remember to take a map, plenty of water and 

a good amount of sun protection. 

Odysseas Elytis Theatre 

http://www.bluefindivers.gr/
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On top of the hill above Chora, visitors will discover the large, opener air amphitheatre of 

Odysseas Elytis. Named after a famous Greek poet, the recently constructed marble theatre is 

styled to resemble ancient Greek theatres, and is a fantastic place to participate in the many 

festivals and watch the performances that take place on the island. 

 

Panayia Gremiotissa church and Evangelisimos Cathedral 

Blue and white roofs make Evangelisimos a great site for photographs, while the picturesque 

white tower of Panayia Greiotissa is one of the most captured images on the island. With a 

history of religious tradition, both churches participate in various festivals throughout the year. 

Santorini: 

Amoudi Bay 

The tiny port of Amoudi Bay is located a whopping 300 steps below the town of Oia. The descent 

will be slightly challenging, but you will be rewarded with breath-taking views along the way and 

quaint taverns for refuelling at the bottom. You can also make a popular pit stop at 39 Steps 

cafe for a frappe, water or Donkey beer, you’ll need it. 

Here you can cliff jump into the beautiful Mediterranean waters. The waters are surrounded by 

striking cliff faces of Santorini. The swimming spot at Amoudi Bay is one of the best things 

traveller have come across while in Santorini. Here you can swim straight off the rocks, or if you 

want you can climb the stairs of the massive boulder in and dive in. 

While you are here head down the steps from Oia to Amoudi Bay to one of the waterfront 

taverns. Here you can feast on some of the freshest seafood imaginable- you can basically watch 

the fisherman catch your meal. 

TO GET HERE: This spot is actually quite hidden and requires a bit of stair climbing, but I promise 

it will be worth it! Basically, from Oia, look for the big set of stairs that go down to Amoudi Bay. 

Once you reach Amoudi Bay, walk left along the cliff face. Keep walking over the rocks and 

eventually you’ll spot paradise (and lots of people uncomfortably sun-baking on the rocks). 

Hike the Fira Trail 

If you want to have an awesome photography session seeing some of the best sights in Santorini 

then you must do this hike. It goes from Fira to Oia and is about three hours long (of you are 

taking a leisurely pace to take in all of the sights). The best time of day to complete this hike is at 

sunset because it won’t be as hot at this time of day and it will provide some of the most beautiful 

photos. With the path taking you along the picturesque caldera, you will definitely want to take 

some breaks for photo opportunities. Be sure to wear proper shoes as the path has some cobbled 
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stones and loose gravel areas. When you arrive in Oia, reward yourself with a nice lunch or 

cocktail…or both.  

Read > Santorini Hiking: The Scenic Hike from Fira to Oia 

Read > A Walk From Fira to Oia 

Sleep in a Windmill 

At Windmill Villas in Imerovigli you can sleep in a newly-built luxury windmill equipped with a 

private pool, hydro-massage jets, terrace and a panoramic view to the Aegean Sea. Though each 

windmill can accommodate five people, you may want to just keep it romantic and add it to your 

private Couple’s Bucket List instead. 

Windmill Villas | Imerovigli | Santorini, Imerovigli 84700, Greece | Check Availability | Map 

Akrotiri Lighthouse 

The Akrotiri lighthouse is located on the Southern peninsula of Santorini island. The lighthouse 

itself is not as much of an attraction as the views from it. This is another beautiful spot to bring a 

bottle of wine and catch a perfect sunset. 

Akrotiri Lighthouse | Lighthouse road, Akrotiri, Greece | Map 

Cave house 

There is an amazing place called Caveland that is a lovely hostel that you can stay in for part of 

your visit. The hostel itself felt wonderfully Grecian- think traditional, white-washed cave-style 

buildings featuring bright blue doors framed by fuchsia flowers. Complete with a pool, super 

friendly and helpful staff, and even morning yoga classes, it was incredible as far as hostels go 

(not to mention a total bargain)! On the downside, the location was quite isolated and was a 

fifteen-minute walk to get in to the main town of Fira. If you are looking to be in the centre of all 

the action, your best bet is to actually stay in Fira, although you may pay a little more to do so.  

Eat a Santorinin Salad 

No doubt while in Greece you will eat plenty of traditional Greek food including salads, but while 

in Santorini indulge in a delicious Santorini salad. This salad is a version of a Greek salad that 

uses the ingredients that Santorini is known for: capers, sundried tomatoes and cucumbers. You 

can find a delicious one at Salt & Pepper in Fira. 

Salt & pepper | Main road Fira-Firostefani, Firá, Kikladhes, Greece | Website | Map 

Hire a quad bike 

If you want a unique way to explore the island drive around Santorini on a quad bike. Here it is 

surprisingly cheap and only requires a standard license. It’s a great way to get to parts of the 

http://www.greeka.com/blog/islands/santorini/santorini-hiking-scenic-hike-fira-oia
http://www.greeka.com/blog/islands/santorini/santorini-hiking-scenic-hike-fira-oia
http://members.virtualtourist.com/m/tt/7f9bf/
http://www.booking.com/hotel/gr/windmill.html?aid=1250897&no_rooms=1&group_adults=1
http://bucketlistjourney.net/2010/08/couples-bucket-list-things-to-do/
http://www.booking.com/hotel/gr/windmill.html?aid=1250897&no_rooms=1&group_adults=1
http://www.booking.com/hotel/gr/windmill.html?aid=1250897&no_rooms=1&group_adults=1
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Windmill+Villas+Santorini/@36.452747,25.431942,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x1499cd072f36560b:0xde7fee369b4ffaa5
http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=Lighthouse+road,+Akrotiri,+Greece
http://bucketlistjourney.net/category/bydestination/europe-travel-explore/greece/
http://bucketlistjourney.net/2016/06/traditional-greek-foods-you-must-eat-in-greece/
http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
https://www.facebook.com/SaltandPepperSantorini
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g482942-d2056888-Reviews-Salt_Pepper-Fira_Santorini_Cyclades.html#MAPVIEW
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island that the buses can’t get to. If you do not want to drive them on the roads, try driving them 

on them on the back on the beaches at Kamari and Perissa. There are a few transportation 

options for getting around the island of Santorini and one of the most popular (and fun) is 

renting an ATV. For about 45 euros a day you can be cruising the roads with the wind blowing 

through your hair. It’s fairly easy to find a rental shop, every town’s main street has one or two, 

which you will spot by the line of quads parked out front. 

Take a Cable Car Ride 

There are three ways to get from the town of Fira down to the Old Port (or the other way 

around) in Santorini: take an overworked donkey, walk the almost 600 steps or take the cable 

car. I opted for the least smelly and strenuous of them all, the cable car, which comes every 

twenty minutes and costs 5 euros each way. At this port, you will find souvenir shops, restaurants 

and agencies that sell tours to the nearby volcano or hot springs. 

Hot springs and Volcanoes 

Join a boat trip to explore the cool Mediterranean ocean. While traveling you can swim in the 

sea, you can dive off the boat and enjoy the cool water and swim about twenty meters and 

suddenly the water changes colour and temperature as you swim into a hot spring. This is another 

unique experience parts of travelling in Santorini. 

Every day, boat tours leave from the Old Fira port which take you to the hot springs and also to 

the volcanic island of Nea Kameni, where you get the opportunity to hike around an 

active volcano. 

 Nea Kameni is the volcanic island in the centre of the Santorini caldera that you can hike to the 

top of. Boat tours can easily be purchased at the old port in Fira. They will bring you to the crater 

and here you can take a steep, rocky climb to the top passing incredible lava formations, 

smoking craters and fantastic views. Not something you get to see everyday! 

A meal with a view 

Many of Santorini’s restaurants overlook the beautiful caldera and one of the most romantic 

things you can do is have a candlelit dinner at one of these eateries, especially if you are able to 

catch the sunset during your meal. 

There are several restaurants to choose from, but here are a few recommendations: 

Assyrtico Wine Restaurant | Ipapantis 40, Fira, Greece | Website | Map 

Archipelagos |Fira Santorini – 84700 Cyclades Greece | Website | Map 

Fanari | In the steps for the old port, Fira 84700, Greece | Website | Map 

Or you can eat at Volcano blue this is a reasonably-priced restaurant along the water at Fira with 

a priceless view. If you book around sunset you can have an incredible view while you eat 

http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
https://www.facebook.com/AssyrticoRestaurant/timeline
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g482942-d2304731-Reviews-Assyrtico-Fira_Santorini_Cyclades.html#MAPVIEW
http://www.archipelagos-santorini.com/#_=_
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g482942-d1534893-Reviews-Archipelagos_Restaurant-Fira_Santorini_Cyclades.html#MAPVIEW
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g482942-d1534893-Reviews-Archipelagos_Restaurant-Fira_Santorini_Cyclades.html#MAPVIEW
http://www.fanari-restaurant.gr/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g482942-d1184943-Reviews-Fanari_Restaurant-Fira_Santorini_Cyclades.html#MAPVIEW
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amazing food. While you eat here you don’t just get a view of an amazing sunset but you could 

also have a beautiful view of a spectacular view of a firework show over the volcano.   

Black sand beaches 

Check out the black sand beaches of Kamari and Perissa, within seconds of stepping on the hot 

sand in summer your feet will feel the amazing heat. Here you can rent sun loungers and parasols 

to help shade you if the heat becomes unbearable. While there I would recommend dipping your 

toe in the sea and walking up and down the beach for more photography chances. If you need 

refreshments there are many restaurants lining the beach that you can check out for stunning food 

and thirst quenching drinks. 

Swim at a Red Sand Beach 

The Red Sand Beach in Santorini is located next to the ancient site of Akrotiri. This small beach 

features varying shades of read that can easily be seen from the headlands if you decide to not 

take the rocky path along the mountain to reach the beachfront. 

Red Sand Beach | Akrotiri, Greece | Map  

 

 

 

Where best to get one of those Iconic Santorini sunset shots. 

Sunsets in Santorini are known for being some of the most stunningly beautiful in the world. 

Catching one from the Oia’s Byzantine Castle ruins is one of the most popular spots on the island, 

but the sunset view from the Akrotiri lighthouse, Santo Winery or at a restaurant overlooking the 

caldera would be perfect too. 

Best Santorini Sunset Spots 

1. Promenade in Fira- The short promenade along the cliff edge in the southern area of 
central Fira near the Cathedral is also a popular sunset viewing location. It offers many 
cliff-clinging bars and restaurants; get there early to assure yourself a seat for sunset. 

Some places may require reservations. Depending on the time of year, the sun may be 
setting beyond the island of Thirassia across the caldera - and this means that your sunset 
will be a little earlier than those watching off the tip of Oia 

  

2. Oia, Santorini- The town at the northern tip of the crescent of Santorini is Oia, generally 
considered to be the best sunset viewing location on the entire island. Unfortunately, this 

also makes it by far the busiest sunset viewing location on Santorini. If you find crowds 

http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Red+beach,+Greece/@36.3487741,25.3937431,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x1499cf44c0d696f1:0x91c55486feca7f5c
http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
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stressful, or the sound of three hundred cameras clicking away simultaneously annoying, it 
may not be the best choice for you, especially in the busiest summer months. 

  

3. Santo Winery - This winery located in about the middle of the Santorini crescent has a 
long terrace with tables providing a great view of the sunset, mingled with the 

opportunity to have wine and hors d'oeuvres or enjoy a wine tasting in the small bar. It's a 
dramatic, photogenic spot with a full view of the caldera and the volcanic islands of Nea 
and Paleo Kameni. 

  

4. The lighthouse- Located at the bottom of the island of Santorini, this lighthouse is 
picturesque in its own right, but also offers a nice place for sunset viewing. Be prepared 

to park where you can and then walk on down to to the lighthouse. On the way to the 
lighthouse, you'll also encounter an old windmill base which also provides a great spot to 
see the sunset. 

5. Southern Santorini- The coastal road through the southern portion of Santorini heading 

toward the west has a number of spots providing a great view of the sunset over the 
caldera. 

 6.     Profitis Ilias, Meso Vouno and Ancient Thira- The highest point on the island of 

Santorini provides a gorgeous view of the islands, dramatic at sunset but remember the drive 

back down the mountain in the near-dark may be challenging for some. The parking area for 

Ancient Thira, located farther down the mountain can provide a pleasant sunset-viewing spot, 

though the ruins themselves will be closed at that hour. 

7.     Thirassia- This village-topped island offers a different sunset, since it is not seen looking 

across the caldera as in the other locations, but you'll see many of the Cycladic islands in the 

distance. You can also look back at the island of Santorini. Depending on the conditions, the 

distant white buildings painted pale pink with the sunset can be seen. 

However, before you rush to Thirassia, make sure you have arranged a place to spend the 

night. Sunset comes too late to let you catch a boat back to the main island of Santorini, and 

there are only a few rooms available. This is one case where a spot in Greece can be truly 

"sold out". 

Open air cinema: 

With the incredible Santorini weather, going to an outdoor movie is a perfect thing to do in the 

evening. Kamari Village located on this popular Greek island boasts one of the best open-air 

cinemas in the world with director’s chairs, tasty cocktails and, of course, popcorn. 

Open Air Cinema Kamari | Main Road, Kamari, Santorini, Greece | Website | Map 

http://bucketlistjourney.net/?s=santorini&x=0&y=0
http://www.cinekamari.gr/
http://www.cinekamari.gr/index.php/contacts/
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Explore an Archaeological Excavation site 

This archaeological excavation site in Santorini features ruins from the city of Akrotiri, which was 

buried by a volcanic eruption in 1700 B.C., though the first habitation dates from the Late 

Neolithic times (4th millennium BC). For just €5 you can explore the massive visitor-friendly site 

where walkways lead you around the entire perimeter. There are not many placards or 

informational pamphlets, so if you would like the complete history during your visit hire a tour 

guide. 

Akrotiri 84700, Greece | Map 

Eat at  a Classic Taverna 

You just can’t possibly leave Santorini or any city in Greece without indulging in a meal at a 

classic taverna, a small restaurant serving Greek food. If you are looking for a place away from 

the hustle and bustle of one of the bigger towns, try Taverna Aeolus which you will find by itself 

on the road to Akrotiri Red Beach and the lighthouse. Looking for something a little closer to 

town? Stop by Salt & Pepper in Fira for their fried tomato fritters and deliciously fresh Santorini 

salad. 

Taverna Aeolus | Lighthouse Road, Akrotiri 84700, Greece | Website | Map 

Salt & pepper | Main road Fira-Firostefani, Firá, Kikladhes, Greece | Website | Map 

Milos: 

Walk around the Hillock Capital Plaka 

Plaka is the island’s capital and one of the most scenic corners of the island. The typical Cycladic 

architecture set on a hillock 220 meters above sea level is the must-see and must-visit spot in 

Milos. Magical views over the sea and imposing Venetiam ‘Castle’ dating back to the 

13th Century will amaze you. Tiny little path, scenic shortcuts between the traditionally built 

houses, tiled alleys and the picturesque churches of Ypapanti of Christ (or Panaghia Thealassitra) 

and Panaghia Korfistissa make it an ideal place to experience the islands beauty. 

Climb up the volcanic eroded rocks of Sarakiniko 

Sarakiniko, situated in the north-eastern part of the island, is one of Milos’ most visited 

destinations. A unique moonscape structured around its snow-white rocks, small caves and blue 

sea overlooks the islands of Sifnos and Kimolos, making Sarakiniko not only an enjoyable 

swimming destination but also a unique site from s geological point of view. 

Visit the ancient city of Fylakopi 

A very important settlement of Cycladic civilization in the past Fylkopi was among the most 

significant Aegean cities in prehistoric Greek times. Here you can discover ruins and remnants 

http://bucketlistjourney.net/?s=santorini&x=0&y=0
http://bucketlistjourney.net/2015/04/bucket-list-things-to-do-in-santorini/Akrotiri%2084700,%20Greece
http://bucketlistjourney.net/tag/santorini/
http://bucketlistjourney.net/category/bydestination/europe-travel-explore/greece/
http://bucketlistjourney.net/2016/06/traditional-greek-foods-you-must-eat-in-greece/
http://www.santoeolos.blogspot.com/#_=_
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Aeolos+Tavern/@36.362577,25.387081,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x1499cf36e4a7d8d1:0x7174debc155a8aaf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Aeolos+Tavern/@36.362577,25.387081,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x1499cf36e4a7d8d1:0x7174debc155a8aaf
https://www.facebook.com/SaltandPepperSantorini
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g482942-d2056888-Reviews-Salt_Pepper-Fira_Santorini_Cyclades.html#MAPVIEW
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dating back to the beginning of the Bronze age. The trading of the obsidian stone, which can be 

found here, transformed Fylakopi over the years to an important commercial centre for the island 

of Milos. Destroyed and rebuilt three times, Fylakopi guards an important part of the Cycladic 

civilization and is definitely worth a visit. 

Visit the Catacombs of the Tripiti Village 

Located in Tripiti Village, this catacomb complex includes caves 150 meters above sea level. 

Constituting one of the most ancient monuments of Christianity, the catacombs of Milos are 

considered as remarkable world monument for Christianity, together with the catacombs of Rome. 

Composed of three subterranean colonnades made by volcanic stone, one rectangular burial 

chamber and many corridors resembling the ones of the Roman Catacombs, they currently 

preserve 126 ‘arkosolia’ (carved arched tombs), some of them decorated with frescos. This site is 

one of the most spiritual and historically interesting parks of Greek culture and civilization. 

Visit The Venus Of Milos Site And The Ancient Theatre 

 

Dating back to 120 BC, the Aphrodite of Milos is a famous statue and symbol of world 

civilization that is located just between the village of Tripiti and the famous catacombs. In 

addition, you will can visit the ancient Roman Theatre, originally built by inhabitants of the ancient 

city of Klima, dating back to the Hellenistic Age. During Roman times, the city of Klima was 

destroyed by Athenians, therefore, the theatre was rebuilt. With a seating capacity of 700 

spectators, today’s renovated version has excellent acoustics. 

Visit Firopotamos Seaside Settlement 

Firopotamos is a relatively small but impressive seaside settlement situated on the north-eastern 

side of the island. The small cluster of fishing houses leads to the traditionally built orthodox 

church of Saint Nikolaos on the peak of the settlement. Right behind it, you will find a deserted 

ladder and the ruins of the church, adding to the magical setting of the landscape. 

Visit The Settlement Of The Ancient Village Of Klima 

 

The ruins of the old city of Klima, which used to be Milos’ first port, can be found in great 

symbiosis with the current settlement that was built by the Dorians right after the decline and 

destruction of Fylakopi. Today, the area includes two acropolises, the hill of Prophitis Ilias and 

Pyrgaki, together with parts of a temple that dates back to the Hellenistic and Roman periods. 

 

 

 

Walk Around Mantrakia Fishing Village 

 

Mantrakia is a fishing village situated about five kilometres northwest of the capital, Plaka. It is a 

beautifully structured scenic area, complete with summer houses and fishing huts with boats, 

adding colour to the deep blue sea surrounding them 

http://archaeology-travel.com/friday-find/aphrodite-of-milos-or-venus-de-milo/
http://www.theculturetrip.com/europe/greece/articles/the-6-best-fine-dining-restaurants-in-athens/
http://www.milos.gr/en/information/traditional-villages/firopotamos
http://www.greeka.com/cyclades/milos/milos-villages/milos-klima.htm
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Have A Swim In Agios Sostis Beach 

A small but yet impressive beach in the village of Provatas, named after the nearby chapel of 

Aghios Sotis, can make for a relaxing swim in shallow blue waters. Also, visitors can enjoy 

a refreshing bite at the one-and-only café-restaurant located here. 

Stroll Around Pollonia 

 

Pollonia, 14 kilometers away from Plaka, is another beautiful fishing village, relatively bigger 

than others as approximately 300 inhabitants live here. Milos’ second port after Adamantas, 

Pollonia is a great escape for a swim, as well as nightlife fun. A welcoming seaside resort with 

boat tours to Glaronisia and the Cave of Papafragas, and the impressive church of Saint 

Paraskevi, Pollonia is one of the most visited destinations in Milos. 

Vietnam: 

Ha Long Bay 

Hạ Long Bay, in northeast Vietnam, is known for its emerald waters and thousands of towering 

limestone islands topped by rainforests. Junk boat tours and sea kayak expeditions take visitors 

past islands named for their shapes, including Stone Dog and Teapot islets. The region is popular 

for scuba diving, rock climbing and hiking, particularly in mountainous Cát Bà National Park. 

Cú Chi tunnels 

The tunnels of Củ Chi are an immense network of connecting underground tunnels located in the 

Củ Chi District of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, and are part of a much larger network of tunnels 

that underlie much of the country. 

 

 

Hoàn Kiếm lake 

Hoan Kiem Lake, also known as Hồ Gươm, is a lake in the historical centre of Hanoi, the capital 

city of Vietnam. The lake is one of the major scenic spots in the city and serves as a focal point 

for its public life. 

Phong Nha-Kẻ Bàng National Park 

Phong Nha-Kẻ Bàng National Park is a protected area in north-central Vietnam bordering the 

Hin Namno Reserve in Laos. Characterized by mountains, tropical forests and underground rivers, 

it’s known for its ancient limestone karsts and vast network of caves. These include the huge Sơn 

http://www.milos.gr/en/information/villages/adamantas
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Đoòng cave and Phong Nha cave, which is big enough for boats. The area’s rich wildlife includes 

tigers, black bears and elephants. 

Phú Quốc 

Phú Quốc is a Vietnamese island off the coast of Cambodia in the Gulf of Thailand. It's known for 

white-sand beaches and resorts, most of which are along the palm-lined southwest coast. More 

than half of the island is part of Phú Quốc National Park, which features mountains, dense 

tropical jungle, hiking trails and wildlife. Duong Dong is the largest town, with day and night 

markets selling crafts, produce and fish. 

Tràng An Scenic Landscape Complex 

Tràng An is a scenic area near Ninh Bình, Vietnam renowned for its boat cave tours. On 23 June 

2014, at the 38th session of the World Heritage Committee in Doha, the Trang An Scenic 

Landscape Complex was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage. 

Linh Phuoc Pagoda 

Large, modern pagoda known for its intricate mosaics made from broken glass & pottery shards. 

 

 

 

Laos : 

That Luang 

That Luang is a gold-covered large Buddhist stupa in the centre of Vientiane, Laos. Since its initial 

establishment, suggested to be in the 3rd century, the stupa has undergone several 

reconstructions. 

Wat Si Saket 

Wat Si Saket is a Buddhist wat in Vientiane, Laos. It is situated on Lan Xang Road, on the corner 

with Setthathirat Road, to the northwest of Haw Phra Kaew, which formerly held the Emerald 

Buddha.  

Buddha Park 
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Buddha Park, also known as Xieng Khuan, is a sculpture park located 25 km southeast from 

Vientiane, Laos in a meadow by the Mekong River.   

Patuxai 

Patuxai is a war monument in the centre of Vientiane, Laos, which was built between 1957 and 

1968. The Patuxai is dedicated to those who fought in the struggle for independence from 

France.  

Vat Phou 

Vat Phou is a ruined Khmer Hindu temple complex in southern Laos. It is located at the base of 

mount Phu kao, some 6 kilometres from the Mekong in Champasak Province. 

Wat Xieng Thong 

Wat Xieng Thong is a Buddhist temple, located on the northern tip of the peninsula of Luang 

Phrabang, Laos. 

Kuang Si Falls 

The Kuang Si Falls, sometimes spelled Kuang Xi or known as Tat Kuang Si Waterfalls, is a three 

tier waterfall about 29 kilometres south of Luang Prabang. These waterfalls are a favourite side 

trip for tourists in Luang Prabang. 

Mount Phou Si 

Mount Phou Si, also written Mount Phu Si, is a 100 m high hill in the centre of the old town of 

Luang Prabang in Laos.  

Bolaven Plateau 

The Bolaven Plateau is an elevated region in southern Laos. Most of the plateau is located within 

Champasak Province of Laos, though the edges of the plateau are also located in Salavan, 

Sekong and Attapeu Provinces. 

Wat Mai Suwannaphumaham 

Wat Mai Suwannaphumaham often simply Wat Mai or Wat May is a Buddhist temple or wat in 

Luang Prabang, Laos. It is the largest and most richly decorated of the temples in Luang 

Prabang.  

Haw Phra Kaew 
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Haw Phra Kaew, also written as Ho Prakeo, Hor Pha Keo and other similar spellings, is a former 

temple in Vientiane, Laos. It is situated on Setthathirath Road, to the southeast of Wat Si Saket.  

Si Phan Don 

The Si Phan Don is a riverine archipelago in the Mekong River, Champasak Province in southern 

Laos. Si Phan Don is part of the Khong District.  
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