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A list of suggested places to visit in Japan.  

Due to it being such a big country with so much to do I have listed the best places for you to 

travel. If from this you have a region you know you would like to visit send us an email and we 

will produce a more specific plan for your travels.  

 

If you just want to stay in Tokyo Central: 

A vast chunk of central Tokyo is occupied by the Imperial Palace or Kō kyo (皇居), home to the 

emperor and his family, and the city’s geographical and spiritual heart. The surrounding public 

gardens provide a gentle introduction to the city, with a glance back to its origins as a castle 

town. 

 

East of the palace, the city really gets into its stride. 

 The districts of Marunouchi, Ginzaand Nihombashi form the heart of downtown Tokyo, with the 

city’s most chic shopping street, its financial centre and major train station, plus enough bars and 

restaurants to last a lifetime. The best approach is simply to wander, but there are several specific 

sights, notably a clutch of art museums and the Tokyo International Forum, with its soaring glass 

atrium. 

 

Northeast of the palace is lively Akihabara, crammed with cut-price electronic goodies and multi-

storey manga stores, while to southwest are Akasaka and Roppongi. In the former you’ll find Hie-

jinja, one of Tokyo’s most historic shrines, while in the latter an “Art Triangle” has been formed by 

the National Art Center Tokyo, the Suntory Museum of Art in the huge Tokyo Midtown complex 

and the Mori Art Museum in the equally enormous Roppongi Hills development. Tokyo 

Tower remains the area’s retro landmark and nearby is the venerable temple Zō jō -ji. 

 

Top places to visit in Tokyo Bay: 

Several of the city’s prime attractions are to be found around Tokyo Bay. The teeming fish market 

of Tsukiji provides a rowdy early-morning antidote to the serenity of the nearby traditional 

gardens, Hama Rikyū  Teien. Across the Rainbow Bridge lies the modern waterfront suburb 

of Odaiba, built on vast islands of reclaimed land and home to Miraikan, Tokyo’s best science 

museum, as well as huge shopping malls and the Big Site convention centre. 

 

On the north side of the bay, Kasai Rinkai-kō en is a good place to catch the sea breeze and has 

a fine aquarium. 
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 From the park, the Cinderella spires of Tokyo Disneyland are clearly visible to the west. Though 

you probably won’t have time to visit both in one day, these places are at adjacent stops on the 

JR Keiyō  line from Tokyo Station. Coming from Odaiba, you can pick up the Keiyō  line at 

Shin-Kiba Station. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hitting most of Japan’s main sights, this itinerary loosely follows the old Tō kaidō  route that 

linked Tokyo with Kyoto, then moves further west to within a short ferry ride of the Korean 

peninsula. 

1 Tokyo 

Japan’s wonderful capital needs no introduction – the only question is what to do with your time 

there, which will never be quite enough. 

2 Mount Fuji 

This emblematic volcanic cone, just west of Tokyo, is climbable through the summer, but visible 

from the Shinkansen trains all year round. 

3 Kyoto 

Contrary to the expectations of many visitors, Japan’s vaunted ancient ex-capital is actually a 

large, modern city, albeit one brimming with compelling historical gems. 

4 Nara 

Just south of Kyoto, Nara is a far more natural-feeling place – witness the deer merrily grazing 

around the temples and shrines. 

5 Naoshima 

Take a detour from the mainland route to this small island, home to swathes of fantastic modern 

art. 

6 Hiroshima 

The name of this city is etched quite firmly into the world’s conscience. Dark tourism it may be, but 

the gutted Hypocenter is a stark reminder of those tragic times. 

7 Fukuoka 
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Way out west, this is perhaps the friendliest city in the land – its characteristic yatai stalls make 

perfect places in which to bond with ramen-slurping locals over a few glasses of sake. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you are traveling the whole of Japan here a list of things not to miss: 

Kyoto 

The capital of Japan for a thousand years, endowed with an almost overwhelming legacy of 

temples, palaces and gardens, and also home to the country’s richest traditional culture and most 

refined cuisine. 

Skiing 

Hit the slopes and enjoy the perfect powder snow at Niseko in Hokkaido or the great runs and 

charming atmosphere of Nagano’s Nozawa Onsen. 

Tsukiji 

This hyperactive Tokyo fish and produce market is the place to go for an early breakfast and the 

freshest sashimi and sushi in the country. 

Yuki Matsuri 

Gawp at mammoth snow and ice sculptures in Sapporo, Hokkaido, every February. 

 

 

Nara 

The ancient former capital is home to the monumental bronze Buddha of Todai-ji and fine 

collections of religious art. 

Naoshima 

One of the best places to experience the beauty of the Inland Sea is this tranquil island, with its 

amazing contemporary art museums, public sculptures and installations. 

Hiroshima 

Pay your respects to the A-bomb’s victims at the Peace Memorial Park and Museum in the city of 

Hiroshima, impressively reborn from the ashes of World War II. 

https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/kyoto-nara/kyoto/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/hokkaid%C5%8D/niseko/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/hokkaid%C5%8D/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/ski-resorts-onsen-villages/nozawa-onsen/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/tokyo/bayside-tokyo/tsukiji/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/hokkaid%C5%8D/sapporo/yuki-matsuri-snow-festivals/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/hokkaid%C5%8D/sapporo/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/hokkaid%C5%8D/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/kyoto-nara/nara/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/kyoto-nara/nara/todai-ji/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/shikoku/takamatsu-and-around/naoshima/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/western-honsh%C5%AB/hiroshima-around/
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Koya-san 

Mingle with monks and pilgrims on one of Japan’s holiest mountains, home to over a hundred 

monasteries. 

Kabuki 

Tokyo’s National Theatre or Shimbashi Embujo are among the places where you can enjoy this 

most dramatic of traditional Japanese performing arts. 

The Kiso Valley 

The three-hour hike from Tsumago to Magome in Nagano takes you through gorgeous 

countryside between two lovingly preserved Edo-era “post towns”. 

Kaiseki-ryori 

Indulge yourself with a meal of kaiseki-ryori, Japan’s haute cuisine, comprising a selection of 

beautifully prepared morsels made from the finest seasonal ingredients. 

Yakushima 

Commune with thousand-year-old cedar trees in Kirishima-Yaku National Park, a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site. 

 

Climb Mount Fuji 

Make the tough but rewarding hike up Japan’s tallest peak, a long-dormant volcano of classic 

symmetrical beauty. 

Stay at a ryokan 

Treat yourself to a night of luxury in a ryokan, a traditional Japanese inn, where you enter a 

world of understated elegance and meticulous service. 

Awa Odori 

Dance the night away at the country’s biggest Obon bash, held in Tokushima, Shikoku. 

Sumo 

Visit a major sumo tournament and see the titanic, ritualized clashes of Japan’s sporting giants. 

Nikko 

https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/kansai/k%C5%8Dya-san/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/tsumago/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/magome/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/nagano/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/food-drink/kaiseki-ry%C5%8Dri-japanese-haute-cuisine/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/ky%C5%ABsh%C5%AB/yakushima/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/around-tokyo/fuji-lakes/climbing-mount-fuji/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/shikoku/tokushima-around/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/shikoku/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/around-tokyo/nikk%C5%8D-around/
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Set amid splendid mountains north of Tokyo, this pilgrim town is home to the fabulously over-the-

top Tosho-gu shrine, one of Japan’s most sumptuous buildings. 

Kumano Kodo 

Wander the ancient pilgrimage route of the “Land of the Gods”, discover sacred mountain sites, 

and soak in the healing waters of isolated hot springs. 

Onsen 

Take a dip at a top onsen resort town, such as Dogo, with its magnificent bathhouse, or 

experience the exquisite warmth of a rotemburo (outdoor bath) as the snow falls. 

Sake breweries 

Drop by venerable sake breweries in Obuse or Takayama to discover the amazing varieties of 

this ancient Japanese alcoholic beverage made from rice. 

 

Himeji 

Relive the days of the samurai at Himeji-jo, the premier example of a feudal-era fortress. 

Golden Gai 

Stroll through Tokyo’s Kabukicho, the neon-soaked district of love hotels, host clubs and fuzoku 

(sex industry) businesses, to this atmospheric warren of tiny, atmospheric bars. 

Kenroku-en 

Nature has been tamed and primped to its most beautiful at Kanazawa’s star attraction, one of 

the country’s top traditional gardens. 

Ogimachi 

Quaint village filled with distinctive gassho-zukuri houses, whose steep-sided thatched roofs are 

said to recall two hands joined in prayer. 

 

 

 

https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/tokyo/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/around-tokyo/nikk%C5%8D-around/tosho-gu/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/kansai/kumano-kod%C5%8D/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/shikoku/matsuyama-around/d%C5%8Dgo/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/takayama/sake-breweries/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/obuse/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/takayama/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/kansai/kobe-and-around/himeji/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/kanazawa-around/kenroku-en/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/kanazawa-around/
https://www.roughguides.com/destinations/asia/japan/central-honsh%C5%AB/takayama/shirakawa-g%C5%8D-gokayama/ogimachi/

	Kyoto
	Skiing
	Tsukiji
	Nara
	Naoshima
	Hiroshima
	Koya-san
	Kabuki
	The Kiso Valley
	Kaiseki-ryori
	Yakushima
	Climb Mount Fuji
	Stay at a ryokan
	Awa Odori
	Sumo
	Nikko
	Kumano Kodo
	Onsen
	Sake breweries
	Himeji
	Golden Gai
	Kenroku-en
	Ogimachi

